Open surgical repair of abdominal aortic aneurysms in Behçet's disease.
Behçet's disease (BD) is a multisystem chronic autoimmune inflammatory disorder that involves multiple organs. Arterial involvement in BD is rare. Aortic involvement is one of the most severe manifestations and is associated with a much higher mortality. In this article, we will present our experience in open surgical repair of abdominal aortic aneurysm combined with immunosuppressive therapy. Between January 2010 and December 2017, 7 patients were treated for abdominal aortic aneurysms (5 infra-renal and 2 supra-renal, in 1 woman and 6 men). All patients were Moroccan, the age range being 25-59 years, mean age 43.2 years. Three Dacron tube grafts, two Dacron aortobiiliac grafts and two patch closures were used. All 7 patients received immunosuppresive therapy after surgery. All patients underwent successful open surgical repair without major complications during the 30 days immediately after the procedure. During a mean follow-up of 36 months, there was no recurrent aneurysmal localization, but one patient had lost their sight. Until now, we have been following 6 patients and they continue to receive immunosuppressive therapy. Long-term immunosuppressive therapy after aneurysm repair is important to limit pseudoaneurysm recurrence. Through our serie, we describe the results of the combination of surgical treatment and adjunctive immunosuppressive therapy, with a literature review.